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TAGS: PORG, UNGA, LU 

SUBJECT: 30TH GA PRESIDENCY 

1. LUXEMBOURG AMBASSADOR MEISCH CALLED ON IO ASST. SEC. 
BUFFUM APRIL 22 TO DISCUSS THORN CANDIDACY FOR 30TH GA 
PRESIDENT. AMBASSADOR ASKED HOW WE SAW SITUATION DEVELOP- 
ING WITHIN WEO GROUP AND WHAT WE THOUGHT LIKELY TO HAPPEN 
WILLESEE CANDIDACY. NOTING WEOS APPEARED QUIESCENT ON THIS 
WHOLE QUESTION NOW. AMBASSADOR ASKED WHETHER FURTHER WEO 
DISCUSSION AT THIS TIME WOULD BE USEFUL. OR WHETHER IT 
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WOULD BE PREFERABLE WAIT UNTIL AFTER COMMONWEALTH 
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CONFERENCE IN KINGSTON LATER THIS MONTH. AMBASSADOR ALSO 
NOTED THORN WAS SEEING BRITISH PM IN LONDON TODAY AND 
QUESTION GA PRESIDENCY WOULD PRESUMABLY ARISE. 

2. BUFFUM REPLIED THAT WHILE DISPOSITION WILLESEE 
CANDIDACY OBVIOUSLY PRESENTED DELICATE PROBLEM FOR 
AUSTRALIANS, HE WOULD GUESS THEY WILL UNDERSTAND THAT 
SINCE AUSTRALIA HAS HELD PRESIDENCY ONCE, OTHER WEOS 
MIGHT WISH HAVE THEIR TURN. HE HAD NO INDICATION 
AUSTRALIANS NOW STRONGLY PUSHING CAMPAIGN ON BEHALF 
WILLESEE, AND THUS HAD FEELING AUSTRALIANS WOULD NOT 
PRESENT SERIOUS PROBLEM FOR LUXEMBOURG. BUFFUM THOUGHT IT 
PROBABLY PREFERABLE DEFER DECISION RE URGING FURTHER WEO 
GROUP DISCUSSION THIS QUESTION UNTIL AFTER COMMONWEALTH 

CONFERENCE AND MEETING WITH BRITISH PM. 

3. REFERRING TO EXPRESSED DESIRE OF GOL TO CONFER WITH 

US ON GA PRESIDENCY, BUFFUM SAID HE WOULD BE VERY PLEASED 
PERSONALLY GO TO LUXEMBOURG FOR THIS PURPOSE AT 
APPROPRIATE TIME. HOWEVER, TIMING PRESENTS DELICATE 
PROBLEM. TO DO SO PRIOR WEO ENDORSEMENT THORN CANDIDACY 
COULD CREATE AWKWARD SITUATION WHICH LIKELY BE RESENTED 
BY WEOS AND THEREFORE COULD HARM THORN S CHANCES. 
AMBASSADOR FULLY CONCURRED. 

4. BUFFUM SAW AS ONLY REAL PROBLEM IN DELAYED WEO 
DECISION POSSIBILITY LDCS MIGHT BE ENCOURAGED SEEK 
PRESIDENCY FOR THEMSELVES DESPITE FACT IT SEEMED 
GENERALLY AGREED IT WEO TURN. THEREFORE HE THOUGHT AS 
EARLY A WEO DECISION AS POSSIBLE DESIRABLE. 

5. BUFFUM EXPLAINED USUAL US PRACTICE OF BEING GUIDED 
BY REGIONAL GROUP PREFERENCE IN MATTERS OF THIS SORT BUT 
SAID HE, SPEAKING PERSONALLY, DELIGHTED WITH PROSPECT OF 
THORN AS GA PRESIDENT. HE RECALLED FROM HIS OWN SERVICE 
AT USUN CLOSE US-LUXEMBOURG COOPERATION OVER THE YEARS 
AND HIS PERSONAL FRIENDSHIP WITH WURTH, WHO THEN 
LUXEMBOURG PERM REP. HE EXPRESSED HOPE QUESTION OF 
WILLESEE CANDIDACY WILL BE RESOLVED AT COMMONWEALTH 
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CONFERENCE, AND SUGGESTED LUXEMBOURG MIGHT WISH ALERT 
ITS POSTS IN WEO-COMMONWEALTH COUNTRIES (CANADA, NEW 
ZEALAND, MALTA) ISSUE COULD ARISE, PERHAPS INFORMALLY. 

AT CONFERENCE. AMBASSADOR THOUGHT THIS MIGHT BE 
ACCOMPLISHED THROUGH NETHERLANDS, IN THOSE COUNTRIES 
WHERE LUXEMBOURG DOES NOT HAVE POSTS. 

6. AMBASSADOR ASKED HOW FAR WE THOUGHT GA PRESIDENT 
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SHOULD INVOLVE HIMSELF IN SPECIFIC ISSUES ARISING AT GA - 
TO EXTENT BOUTEFLIKA DID OR SHOULD HE MAINTAIN MORE 
OBIECTIVE POSITION. BUFFUM REPLIED WE BELIEVED 
IMPARTIALITY OF GA PRESIDENT SHOULD BE STRICTLY MAINTAINED. 

HOWEVER, HE NOTED PAST PRESIDENTS, WITHOUT COMPROMISING 
THEIR IMPARTIALITY AS PRESIDING OFFICERS, HAVE BEEN 
EFFECTIVE IN BEHIND-THE-SCENE PROMOTION OF COMPROMISE 
SOLUTIONS. HE ALSO NOTED THAT GA PRESIDENT HAS FULL 
RESOURCES OF UN SECRETARIAT AVAILABLE TO ASSIST HIM. 

AMBASSADOR SAID THORN HAS ASKED HIM TO PLAN BE IN NEW 
YORK DURING GA IF THORN CANDIDACY SUCCESSFUL. KISSINGER 
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